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LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFERENDUM 
Statement 

HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [9.56 pm]: I wish to raise an important issue relating to 
the forthcoming local government referendum that will be held at the same time as the federal election in 
September. Members in this chamber and people across the country will have different views on this referendum 
question, and the ensuing debate will hopefully highlight once more the strength and health of our democracy in 
Australia. However, this referendum should not be an excuse for local governments across Western Australia to 
waste ratepayers’ funds on blatant political advertising during the referendum campaign. I am most concerned to 
read that the Australian Local Government Association has supposedly amassed a war chest of up to $10 million 
to fund its referendum campaign. It would be appalling to think that any of this money would be taken from 
ratepayers and residents in Perth’s northern suburbs whom I represent in this place. Local government should use 
ratepayers’ funds to provide core services to the local community. They should not throw away precious funds 
on self-indulgent political campaigns that are not supported by the majority of local residents. That is why I have 
written to every mayor and shire president across the North Metropolitan Region asking them if their councils 
have contributed or intend to contribute any ratepayers’ money to the referendum campaign; and, if so, to which 
organisation they have paid this money. Local ratepayers have the right to know this information. They also 
deserve transparency from their local government, especially at a time when many councils are increasing rates, 
taxes and charges by more than the rate of inflation. Some councils in my region have already flagged rate rises 
significantly above the consumer price index in the coming year. To divert ratepayers’ money to a political 
campaign slush fund in these circumstances would be completely inappropriate. 

The concept of local government recognition in the Constitution has been strongly rejected by the Australian 
public twice in the recent past. At the last referendum in 1988 the majority of voters in every state, including 
WA, voted against such recognition. Across Australia there were 6.2 million votes against recognition compared 
with only 3.1 million votes in favour. It would be a slap in the face for local residents to again see their council 
rates used to fund such partisan political campaigns while they watch their rates go up and up without any 
increase in the level of local service delivery. I hope good sense prevails and local governments across the region 
continue to use ratepayers’ funds for the benefit of our local community rather than throw funds away on these 
types of political campaigns. I look forward to receiving the factual information I have requested from each 
council in my region and I will report back to the house on the outcome of my inquiries. Unfortunately, since I 
sent my correspondence yesterday, I have already received a very aggressive telephone call from one of the local 
mayors effectively telling me to butt out of this issue. Let me be very clear about this: not only will I not butt out, 
but also I will not succumb to threats or intimidation when standing up for the interests of the residents in my 
community. I will not stand back and watch ratepayers’ money used inappropriately. 

Point of Order 

Hon KATE DOUST: I was just going to say that perhaps it might be timely to remind the member about 
reading speeches in the chamber and the standing orders that relate to that.  

The PRESIDENT: I would invite all members to have a close look at the standing orders. I saw the member 
referring to copious notes, and I am sure that that member and all others will have a close look at the standing 
order so that they are prepared in future. 
 


	LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFERENDUM
	Statement
	Point of Order



